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Town of Meredith in account with the Selectmen : 


By amount in selectmen’s hands, as reported March 1, 


1866, $9,336.83 
By cash received of Geo. M. Burleigh, liquor agent, yt | 
State treasurer, railroad tax, 
1866, 288.13 
Charles St. Clair, error on tax in 
1865, 2.00 
Dr. Geo. Sanborn, on account of 
Mrs. Mary Prescott, 12.00 
County of Belknap, on account of 
small-pox, 23.14 
use of town-hall sundry times, 8.50 
State aid for 1865, 339.70 
two State notes, 6,055.93 
Savings bank tax dividend, 1866, 1180.33 
Literary fund, 75.15 
Assessment of State tax, 3,660.00 
County tax, 893.15 | 
School money, 1,126.00 
Pauper roads, 100.00 
for current expenses, and per cent, 3,120.00 
to interest on debt, 3,000.00 
Received United States bounties, 1,440.00 
Dogs, 87.00 
Received of J. P. Jenness, for supplies furnished him, 6.00 
Jethro Pearsons, for supplies Ae 8.93 
David Tilton, es 4.50 
Josiah Jenness, “ — 6.00 
825,71 769. 9.40 
Whole amount received by note of town, 19,503. 


a 


$45,262.73 


1866. 
March 1. Paid George A. Leavitt, 


April 


July 


12. 


»: 


14. 


4 


External poor. 


W.E.S. Foss, for supplies for Mrs. 
Mary Prescott, 

Noah L. True, for supplies for Mrs. 
Alice Veasey, 

Noah L. True, bill for David Cram, 

Noah L. True, bill for Jethro Pear- 


sons, 


Noah L. True, bill for board and 


clothing Lovina Sanborn, 

John Furnald, for Mrs. Mary Pres- 
cott, : 

town of Gilford, for the support of 
Eliza Libby, at Reform School, 
Manchester, 

Dr. Rogers, for services for 8S. K. 
Webster’s child, 

John C. Avery, coffin for Orrin Jen- 
ness’ child, 

Gilman Moulton, for aid furnished 
Mrs. Mary Prescott, 

Thomas L. Smith, for keeping Pres- 
cott girl, 

Betsey Curry, on account of Dolly 
Prescott’s child, 

John C. Gove, aid furnished his moth- 
er, 

House of Reformation, at Manches- 
ter, for Eliza Libby, 

for Mary HE. Lawrence, at Asylum for 
Insane, Concord, 

city of Manchester, for support of 
Mrs. Melvin Chase, 


Asylum for Insane, at Concord, for ; 


Mrs. Mary EK. Lawrence, 

Dr. D. 8. Prescott, for Anthony 
Clark’s child, 

J. D. Bean, for moving Isaac Farrar, 

Town of Laconia, for Lovina San- 
born at Reform School, Manchester, 


Aug. 


Sept. 
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15. Paid John K. Clough, bill for meat for 


20. 
22. 


Orrin Jenness, 

Betsey Curry, for Prescott child, 

Stephen Pickering, for board of Mary 
K. Lawrence, 

House of Reformation, at Manches- 
ter, for Eliza Libby, 

A. C. James, for So Clark’s 
family, 

Daniel R. Caverly, for Jethro Pear- 
sors, 

Geo. G. Hoyt, for boarding Isaac Far- 
rar and wife, 

Jonathan Thompson, for keeping his 
son, Hiram, 

George A. Leavitt, 

Dr. A. J. Thompson, for Dorcas Paul, 

W.N. Blair, for supplies furnished 
Lucy A. Paul, and funeral ex- 
penses, | 

Dr. Nelson, visits and medicine to 
EAs Paul, 

A. C. James, for A. Clark’s family, 

House of Reformation, for Eliza Lib- 
by, 

Mrs. Alice Veasey, 

John S. Perkins, for boots and shoes 
for farm, 

George A. Leavitt, 

William 4H. Sanborn, for keeping 
Helen Prescott, 

Thomas L. Smith for keeping Prescott 
girl, in 1865, 

George A. Leavitt, 


' Joseph F. Farrar, for support of Isaac 


and wife, from Nov. 7, 1865, to 
June 17, 1866, 

House of Reformation, Manchester, 
for Lovina Sanborn, | 

B. D. Plaisted, for J. P. Jenness, 

J. W. Lang & Co., for supplies for B. 
F. Follins and others, 


4.65 
85 


9.00 
13.00 
12.00 
81.00 

2.00 
11.00 

9.75 
11.00 
40.00 


35.00 
12.50 


4.72 
2.00 


8.58 
9.75 


18.00 
20.00 

9.75 
19.00 


5.44 
5.25 


60.48 
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Paid Blake Brothers, 
J. H. Prescott & Co., 
Dr. George Panborns for external 
poor, 
G. aM Burliegh, a supplies, 
Dr. J. H. Sanborn, for doctoring Bet- 
sey McCrillis, 
Dr. J. H. Sanborn, for doctoring J. 
B. Swain, 
J. W. Bedee’s bill, for Leseot Jen- 
ness, 
Je We Bedee’ s bill for B. McCrillis, 
©. S. Prescott, for boots and shoes, 
John Smith, 2d, for supplies furnished 
B. F. Follins and J. W. Lang, for 
B. F. Follins, 
J. H. Prescott & Co., for shoes, 
C. S. Prescott, for J. B. Swain, in 
1864, 
A.J. Tucker, for Mrs. Jeremiah Gove, 
Isaiah Winch, for rent of Adams 
place, 


Betsey Curry, for keeping Prescott 


boy, 

Z. P. Eaton, for B. F. Follins, 

J. W. Bedee, for supplies for Frances 
E. Hall, 


For Schools. 


Paid George 8. Bickford, Nos. 1 and 2, 
David Clark, 3 
Arthur E. Leavitt, 4 
Charles 8. Prescott, ES) 
Benj. F. Wiggin, 6, 
Jonathan G. Dow, T 
Robert K. Pike, 8 
Charles .R. Swain, 9 

William H. Cate, 10, 

Moses R. Chase, dds 

‘Levi 8. Swain, 12, 


$27.73 
181.45 
1.50 
4.50 
4.50 
2.82 


ast'D 
4.67 


13.10 
4.60 


1.00 
9.00 


86.00 


00 
8.25 


13.00 


$939.71 


$73.91 
83.96 
114.48 
350.00 
84.35 
49.86 
80.89 
64.58 
56.83 
50.70 
66.97 


Paid Smith Swain, No. 138, 


Levi Sanborn, | 14, 
Daniel R. Caverly, 15; 
David Brown, 16, 
Demerit N. Drake, 17, 


nate C. Batchelder, 20, Sanbornton, 
. Wentworth, Center-Harbor, No. 20, 


$58.89 
25.99 
51.81 
31.40 


46.85 
4.86 | 


57.72 


ee 


$1383.00 


GENERAL EXPENDITURES. 


Paid Austin F. Pike, legal advice in 1864 and 1865, 
N. L. True, for services as selectman in 1865, 
N. L. True, use of horse on town business, 

N. L. True, for expenses while on town business, 

Geo. G. Hoyt, auditor, 

James M. Beede, auditor, 

Levi Towle, bill for John D. Leavitt’s poll tax, 

John Smith’s bill for services as selectman, from 
March Ist to March 14, 

Samuel Thompson, for getting $20,000 money 
for town, 

P. C. Bickford, for board of selectmen, 

John K. Clough, for care of town house, 

8. W. Rollins, for revenue stamps, 

J. B. Batchelder, for bills and blank notes, 

Express bill, 

S. W. Rollins, for stamps, 

J. M. Chase, for sheep killed by dogs, 

-  G. H. Clark, bill for lumber, J. Jenness’ house, 

State tax, 

James Dearborn, guide-boards. 

S. W. Rollins, for revenue stamps, 

Gilman Sanborn, error in 1863, 

John Dearborn, for water trough, 

Insurance on town farm buildings, 

J. B. Batchelder, for Check-list, 

J. Ela, deposition and complaint, 

T. S. Moses, dust-pan for town house, 

J. H. Prescott & Co., wood, sawing same, and 
envelopes, 


G. M. Burleigh, books, stationery, Xc., 


8.00 
164.00 
20.00 
23.65 
2.00 
2.00 
5.65 


19.10 


40.00 
22.95 
2.00 
8.00 
5.65 
BO 
2.40 
7.50 
1.10 
3,660.00 
19.47 
2.00 
1.85 
2.00 
3.52 
15.00 
3.00 
30 


6.15 
10.64 
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Paid P. C. Bickford, board of selectmen, $31.85 
S. W. Rollins, legal advice, 6.00 
C. 8. Prescott, wood, and sawing same, 2.37 
Wamesit Engine company, 185.00 
J. W. Bedee, postage stamps, | .60 
L. D. Dolloff, water trough, 2.00 
P. C. Bickford, board of selectmen, 8.95 


Salmon H. Sanborn, books for Frank Hoyt’s children, .89 
John Wadleigh, for water trough, 1865 and 1866, . 2.00 


Levi Towle, one cord wood, 4.00 
Levi Leach, services as town-clerk, 50.00 
Levi Towle, services as selectman, and use of horse, 

and expenses on town business, 151.35 
C. L. Hoyt, services as selectman, use of horse, and 

expenses on town business, 275.43 
W. B. Leavitt, services as selectman, use of horse, 

and expenses, 92.00 
Samuel Leavitt, bill for board of selectmen, 16.00 
J. W. Bedee, postage stamps, 3.00 
ae Severance, bill of guide boards, 6.06 


McFarland & Jenks, printing town reports in 1865, 35.00 
Charles Burnham, for services as superintending 


school committee, 75.00 
County tax, 893.15 
D. F. Norris, collecting taxes in 1865, 84.87 
Daniel P. Smith, for eight sheep killed by dogs, in 

1865, 30.00 
D. F. Norris, bill of abatements, 1060) 107.52 

D. P. Smith, is 59.95 — 
A.A. Kidder, ag 1866, 121.75 
D. P. Smith, RS ‘ 54.97 
3 $6,348.40 
Amount of notes against the town paid, $27,283.17 

Roads and Bridges. 

Paid S. D. Pease, labor on pauper road, 50 
W. H. Lovering, work on road, 4.80 
M. G. Plummer, for plank, 5.25 
eG. Thompson, labor on road, 16.77 
D. C. Caverly, for gate, 2.50 
J. 8. Dolloff,for plank, | 11.88 
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Paid M. R. Chase, labor on road, wea CAG 
Smith Swain, for culvert, 1.50 
J.C. Wadl eigh, labor on pauper road, 20.00 
D. P. Smith, 12.00 
eae Sai Hh 4.50 
R. M. Nichols, breaking roads in 1865, AD 
Abram Dow, stone culvert, and other labor on 

road in 1865, 21.50 
John L. Russell, for labor on road, : 4.50 
T. D. Veasey, labor on road, 3.00 
J. W. Bedee, for powder, 48 
J. C. Wadleigh, turnpike road, 29.00 
Jeremiah B. Swain, plank, 4.20 
Daniel Bennett, breaking road in 1866, 3.79 
N. B. Wadleigh, for lumber, 24.66 
T. P. Perkins, for plank, 1.00 
William P. Mead, for plank in 1865, Ate 
N. L. True, for 8S. H. Sanborn, labor on road, 1.386 
John Neally, two stone culverts, 20.50 
David P. Hatch, labor on road, 4.50 

$207.06 


Town Hari. 
Paid G. H. Clark & Co., bill for repairing house at 


town farm, 3.04 
D. M. Roberts, sawing shingles, 8.90 
Joseph R. Mead, for hay and two pigs, 24.40 
Rev. J. Erskine, for attending John Batchelder’s 

funeral, 1.00 
J. O. Sanborn, for oxen on town farm, 220.00 
Hazen Bryant, for services at farm, 1.00 
G. H. Ciark & Co., for lumber for farm, 8.05 
For getting cattle from Bear Island, Pie BENS 
George G. Hoyt, for churn for farm, 1.00 
George H. Clark, for lumber for farm, i 2a 
Twe Bedee, for supplies for farm, 34.08 
J. W. Bedee, 2.44 
J. R. Mead, ie corn, . 5.00 
Sas i: Sinith, for labor, . 13.34 
Jesse Lovejoy, 7 00 
E. Stanley, for cow, 48.00 
B. D. Plaisted, for supplies, 91.57 


J. W. Lang & Co., for supplies for town farm, — 71.45 
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Paid Blake Brothers, for supplies for town farm, 
T. 8S. Moses, 
‘hts k Prescott, sh 


Dr. George Sanborn, for doctoring at town farm, 


George M. Burleigh, for supplies, 


Jobn C. Avery, coffin and robe for J. Batchelder, 


W.5S. Mead, two pigs, and pasturing oxen, 
G. Maloon, blacksmith bill, 

John Piper, services at farm one year, 
John F. Clough, for meat, 


$23.88 
2.82 
51.66 
7.00 
5.65 
15.00 
12.00 
1.52 
200.00 
34 


$883.87 


Overseer’s Report of Affairs at the Alms House, February 


13th, 1867. 
INVOICE OF PROPERTY. 


Two cows, 120; 2 steers, 90; 

74 tons of hay, 

Lot of straw and corn fodder, 

38 bushels oats, 25; 15 bushels corn, 22; 

6 bushels beans, 

2 shotes, 

26 cords of wood, 

200 lbs. of salt beef, 24; 75 Ibs of fresh beef, 10; 
100 lbs. ham 17; 3850 Ibs. of pork, 70; 

55 lbs. of cheese, 9; apple sauce and tub, 2; 
105 lbs. of butter, 

6 lbs. candles, and 60 lbs. tallow, 

68 bushels potatoes, 84; 50 Ibs. lard, 12; 

2 barrels apples, 6; 2% casks of cider, and casks, 
Soap and dry cask, , 

65 lbs. dried apples, 

Farming tools, 

10 beds and house furniture, 

Carpenter’s tools, 

Lot of lumber, 

Flour and meal, 


Amount of invoice, as appraised Feb. 24, 1866, 
Amount of invoice, as appraised Feb. 24, 1867, 


Balance against the farm, 


210.00. 
112.00 

8.00 
47.00 
17.00 
36.00 
78.00 
34.00 
87.00 
11.00 
36.00 
11.00 
46.00 
20.00 
4.00 
8.00 
50.00 
12.00 
25.00 
10.00 
8.00. 


$1,182.70 


984.00 


$198.70 


11 
Expense at the farm, from March 1, 1866, to March 


1, 1867, 942.88 
Interest on farm, 120.00 
$1,062.88 

Whole amount of receipts at farm from March 1, 
1866, to March 1, 1867, ' 786.29 

Take fren this the bhlanes of invoice, amount of in- 
come on farm, 198.70 
$587.59 


! 
Deduct the remainder from the amount of expense, 
and it leaves the total expense of paupers at the 


farm from March 1, 1866, to March 1, 1867, 474,29 
Average number of paupers at the farm for the year, 
8; expense of each, 59.28 
Names and ages of persons at Poor Farm. 
MALES. AGES. | FEMALES. AGES. 
Isaac 8. Farrar, 73| Mary S. Farrar, 13 
Smith Leavitt, 72) Rhoda Farrar, 68 
John Sanborn, O1| Julia Pearsons, 08 
John Prescott, 5 


LEVI TOWLE, 

CHARLES L. HOYT, 

WARREN B. LEAVITT, 
Over seers of the ' Pbers 


Liabilities. 
Amount due on notes given for town bounties in 1862, $515.00 
Amount due on notes against the town previous to 


1868, 1,579.00 
Amount of noetes given in 1868, not paid, and interest 
estimated, 7,075.00 
Amount of notes not paid, given in 1864, interest esti- . 
mated, 10,618.00 
Amount of notes not paid, given in 1865, interest esti- 
mated, | 10,527.00 
Amount of money received by note in 1866, 19,503.33 


$50,317.33 
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It will be seen that the indebtedness of the town is consider- 
ably increased from last year, which is accounted for by the 
amount received from government for government bounties. 
We have received only $1,440 against $5,800 which was re- 
ported due last year, leaving a balance against the town $4,360. | 


Assets. 
Balance in selectmen’s hands of cash, and due on col- 
lector’s books of 1865, $8,603.10 
Showing a balance against the town of 42,714.23 


Respectfully submitted 
LEVI TOWLE, 
CHARLES L. HOYT, 
WARREN B. LEAVITT, 
Selectmen of Meredith. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cr. By whole amount of Receipts, $45,262.73 
Dr. ‘To whole amount paid as follows: 
For schools, 1,333.00 
Notes against the town paid, 27,283.17 
External poor, 939.71 
General expenses, 6,359.40 
Roads and bridges, 207.06 
Town farm, 474.29 
Whole amount paid out, ——— $36,596.63 


Which, being deducted from the amount 
they charge themselves with, leaves a bal- 


ance in the hands of the selectmen of $8,666.10 
Which is made up of cash, 6,917.07 
Due on A. A. Kidder’s book, 1,638.87 
Due on D. P. Smith’s book, collector, 647.16 


with the exception of $6,300, which is an 
error in selectmen’s last year’s report. 


Having examined the accounts of the selectmen, we find them 
correctly cast and well vouched. | | 
J. W. BEEDE, 


J. A. LANG, 
Auditors. 


: REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


It gives your committee great pleasure to say that the 
schools of the town have been uncommonly successful the past 
year. ‘They compare favorably with other town schools in the 
county. ; 

Three things have improved our schools essentially, and I 
trust will continue to improve them. First. A uniformi- 
ty of school books, whereby the scholars can be better 
classed. Second. Better qualified teachers. Third.  Bet- 
ter school houses. Much yet remains to be done to make 
many of our school houses what they ought to be—the pride 
and ornament of the town. The school house should be pleas- 
antly located, made attractive by its surroundings, and by its’ 
convenience, and adaptedness to the purposes for which it is 
to be used. How many of our school houses will answer this 
description? If we would not‘be behind the age in which we 
live, we must take a deeper interest in the education of our 
children. -Neither money, time, nor pains, should be spared to 
elevate the standard of education. We not only need to keep 
even pace with other towns and States, in the means and fa- 
cilities for education, but to lead them all, if we may. This 
would be a noble, praiseworthy preéminence. Five years have 
now elapsed since the town adopted a uniformity of books, to 
the great advantage of the schools, and to the pecuniary ad- 
vantage of the citizens. Your committee are informed, by the 
man of all others in the town most likely to know, that the 
adoption of a series of books has saved the town three hun- 
dred dollars during the last five years. Your committee are 
of opinion that some changes are now desirable, but it does 
not seem advisable to change all the books in a single year, or 
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even in two years. It would be too expensive; therefore we 
propose only to substitute Haton’s series of Arithmetics for 
Greenleaf’s, and Kerl’s Common School and Primary Gram- 
mars for Brown’s, and we recommend the adoption of Quack- 
enbos’ Primary History of the United States... All these books 
can be introduced at a large discount upon the regular retail 
prices. 

Some of our districts do not have more than ten or twelve 
weeks schooling in a year, and this is put into two terms, 
of five or six weeks each. This is a ruinous waste of school 
money, and a great injury to the scholars. One term of 
twelve weeks would be as good as three terms of six weeks 
each. In these short terms the scholars only begin to learn 
before the school closes. It is the decided and emphatic opin- 
ion of your committee, that*such districts should have but one 
term, and that in the fall. Or, what might be better still, let . 
some of those districts having short schools, and lying con- 
tiguous, have one term of school in one house, and the next in 
the other, and thus double their amount of schooling. Let 
the districts so situated think of this, and see if the adoption 
of this plan would not be highly advantageous. 

Our schools are all too short, and they must be shorter still 
if more money is not raised for school purposes. The wages 
of teachers are higher than formerly, board is higher, and we 
have lost most orall of the Literary Fund. These causes have 
materially shortened our schools. 

‘‘ Mind makes the man ;” then let us cultivate it as much as 
possible. Our soil is tuo rugged to yield much for exportation ; 
let us see to it, then, that the men and women we transfer to 
other sections of the country, be men and women indeed ; 
those who will honor us in other regions, and be an honor to 
the places where they may dwell. Starve the intellect in 
youth, and all your after life will suffer, and fearful will be the 
penalty you will pay for such folly. 

To make our common schools what they should be, we need 
better teachers. But how are we to secure better teachers ? 
The State furnishes no facilities for training teachers ; we have 
no Normal school, and even Teachers’ Institutes have been 
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abolished. Our best teachers are leaving the State, because 
they can receive greater remuneration elsewhere; and unless 
a remedy be soon applied, our schools must greatly decline. 

Until the State shall make provision for the better training 
of teachers, each county, or each township, must have a teach- 
ers’ institute of its own. An effort will be made to have 
each township in this county raise twenty dollars for an insti- 
tute some where within our bounds, before our next summer 
schools commence. <A week’s training of the teachers before 
commencing their schools would benefit the schools enough to 
remunerate, many times, the expense. Parents, you who wish 
your children to be well instructed and make rapid proficiency, 
take earnest hold of this matter. 

The irregular attendance of many scholars seriously hinders 
their proficiency, and is an injury to the whole school. Parents 
must send their children to school, and see to it that they go. 
Some parents are so unwise as to take their children out of 
school because they have been corrected, or put back in 
their studies. This is a wicked and wanton injury to the 
children, thus deprived of school. If injustice is done, or 
is supposed to be done to a scholar, go to the teacher, or pru- 
dential committee, or both, and learn the facts in the case, and 
then act as circumstances demand. Those are the best schools 
where the parents take the most interest, and visit them most 
frequently. 


DISTRICTS NO. 1 AND 2, UNITED. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss Ellen 
A. Lovejoy of that district. The school was orderly, the 
scholars were remarkably regular in their attendance, and 
made good, very good progress in their studies. The teacher 
was young, and almost without experience as a teacher; yet 
she acquitted herself with honor, and to the entire satisfaction 
of the district and the superintending school committee. 

The following list of names comprise all the scholars who did 
not whisper once during the term: namely, 

Frank Bickford, Benj. L. Bickford, Frank E. Bickford, Chas. 
F, Clark, Sarah A. Dow, Fred W. Lovejoy, Mary A. Dockbam, 
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Otis S. Roberts, Benj. F. Roberts, Alice J. Roberts, Lizzie 8. 
Wiggin, Carrie F. Wiggin. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Bivens D. Sanborn, of 
Gilford. She is an experienced and very successful teacher. 
The discipline and order in her school were good, and the 
progress of the scholars very commendable. The school is im- 
proving rapidly in several particulars. I find no whispering 
list in the register for this term, though Iam confident one 
was kept. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss ——— 
Page; the winter term by Miss Anna J. Young. The order 
and discipline of the school were very commendable, the 
progress of the scholars very marked, and the examination at 
the close of each session was highly satisfactory. Both teach- 
ers manifested a deep interest in their schools, did their duty | 
faithfully, and acquitted themselves with credit. A private 
school of six weeks was taught by Miss Julia A. Davis, in this . 
district, during the last autumn, and one is now in progress 
under the same teacher; of what length I am not apprised. 

List of those who have not whispered during the winter 
term. 

S. K. Smith, J. L. Smith, M. J. Prescott, F. 8. Prescott, L. HE. 
Gilman, M. G. Gilman, D. E. Gilman, M. A. Clark, D. H. Clark, 
G. H. Taylor, G. N. Eaton, C. H. Eaton, J. W. Mead, F. A. 
Mead. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss Mattie 
A. Jackson, of Center-Harbor, and the winter term by Miss 
H. H. Perkins, of Sanbornten. Both schools were successful, 
perhaps I ought to say eminently so; but it must not be sup- 
posed that the location of the school-house, or its adaptedness 
for its use, has contributed any thing to this result. A new 
school-house is an imperative necessity, which the district can 
not too soon secure. If I could shame or flatter, coax or drive 
‘the district to build a new house, I think I should secure the 
respect of all the present scholars of the district, and of those 
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who may follow them. The teachers secured the respect and 
confidence of the scholars, and showed such aptness in teach- 
ing that we should be greatly disappointed if they failed in 
making accomplished and successful teachers. 

List of scholars who have not whispered during the term: 

*L. M. Bryant, *J. B. Bryant, *A Bryant, *H. N. Bryant, 
A. Chapman, M. Chapman, *C. Chapman, G. Chapman, *H. J. 
Hoyt, *J. G. Hoyt, C. M. Hoyt, F. M. Hall, K. B. Gilman, *D. 
Leavitt, G. N. Moore, W. Norris, 8. Stevens, C. Stevens, S. 
Shepard, J. C. Towle, *C. L. Towle, F. Towle, E. M. Towle, *S8. 
A. Towle, *L. S. Towle, N. E. Robinson, *R. F. Smith, J. M. 
Young. 

DISTRICT NO. 5. 


This is much the largest school in town, and is divided into — 
two departments—Primary and Grammar; and, of course, two 
teachers are employed. The grammar school, both summer 
and winter terms, was taught by Miss Hattie Sturtevant, of 
Moultonborough. She is an experienced teacher, and has had 
much success. There were forty-one scholars in the summer 
term, and fifty-five in the winter term. The summer school 
was more profitable to the scholars than the winter term. The 
school-house is more uncomfortable in winter than in sum- 
mer, and there are more scholars, and the school-room is 
crowded. The average attendance of the scholars, I think, 
has been® uncommonly good; the past year; but it is not yet 
what it should be. Parents suffer their children to be absent, 
and then, perhaps, complain that their children do not learn. 
Irregular attendance is a great evil in our school, and it can not 
be avoided, unless parents. are more deeply interested, or the 
“law” is made more stringent. We have some truant children 
in this district, who need to be looked after, and made to at- 
tend school, or to be sent, as they may be and should be, to 
the Reform School, at Manchester. The town, by vote, should 
take action on this subject. 

The summer 'term of the primary department was taught by 
Miss Jennie L. Gilman, of Sandwich. Miss Gilman has taught 


* Indicates that the persons did not whisper either term. 
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much, and generally with credit to herself, though somewhat 
too easy with her scholars. All things considered, the com- 
mittee were pretty well satisfied with the progress and appear- 
ance of the school. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Ellen S. Bartlett, of 
Campton. She is a good teacher, and aims to be faithful in 
the discharge of her duties. A teacher must have very rare 
abilities to go into this school of more than sixty scholars, in 
such a house, and with so few facilities to interest, and suc- 
cessfully employ the scholars, and have every thing move 
along just to the mind of the teacher. The school was as 
good and as successful as we have a right to expect, under the 
circumstances. 

Catalogue of those who have not whispered during the win- 
ter term: of the summer term, no record of this item was re- 
turned : 

EK. J. Beede, E. F. Noyes, Fred Hoyt, Charles Wench, Willie 
Bixby, *A. S. Hawkins, *P. N. Chase. 

A much larger number whispered but a few times. 

There have been several terms of private schools taught in 
this district during the year. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 


This school has had but one session during the year, and 
that a winter session. It was taught by Miss E. R. Robinson, 
of New-Hampton. Miss Robinson acquitted herself with great 
credit. The school was orderly, attentive and industrious, and 
made good progress. There is much to commend in this 
school, and nothing to censure. The names of those who did 
not whisper was not returned; but I am confident, had it been, 
it would have spoken loudly in favor of the school. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 
The register of the summer school is supposed to have been 
returned to the committee of Laconia. 

The winter term was taught by Mr. C. A. Hoyt, of Gilford. 
Mr. Hoyt has had very little experience in school teaching, 
and will, doubtless, improve much by a longer experience. He 


* Belonging to the primary department. 


19 


has been reasonably successful. The school appeared very or- 
derly, but there appeared to be a lack of thoroughness. This~ 
district long needed anew and better school-house. ‘This lack 
is now supplied, and they have a beautiful house, in a pleasant 
location. It is the best in the county, and your committee 
would hope this beautiful house will provoke other districts to 
follow so good and praiseworthy an example. The grounds 
around the house need to be put in better condition, as doubt- 
less they will be the present year. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss Annie 
M. Tilton, of Laconia, and the winter term by Miss M. A. Doe, 
of that district. Both teachers did themselves credit. Neither 
of them have had much experience in teaching, but give evi- 
dence of. interest in their work, and a determination to be 
faithful. The schools made commendable progress, and met 
the approbation of the parents. 

List of those who did not whisper during the term: 

Geo. Boynton, M. Boynton, F. Edgerly, M. Pease, F. Say- 
ward, J. Sayward, F. Pease. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 

This school has had but one session, and that in the winter. 
The school was taught by Miss L. A. Sanborn, of Meredith. 
She has had but little experience, but has energy, and aptness 
to teach. Your committee was highly pleased with the ap- 
pearance and progress of the school. The teacher knows the 
rights of a teacher; and knowing, dares maintain. She is to 
be commended for her firmness and prudence. No whispering 
list reported. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


This school had only a winter session, and was taught by 
Miss EH. R. Robinson, of New-Hampton. It is small, and if 
the district could make an arrangement with District No. 9, 
by which they might have one term of school in one house, 
and another in the other, they might double the amount 
of schooling in the two districts, and the schools would not be 
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too large. The school-houses are near together ; not much ex- 
ceeding one fourth of a mile apart. I think both schools 
would be better for such a union. The committee commend 
this subject to the attention of the two districts. This school 
made good proficiency ; was orderly, quiet and studious. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


This school has only a winter session, and was taught by 
Miss Fannie A. Scribner, of Franklin. It has been as well 
managed and as successful as any school in town. The teach- 
er understood her business, has had considerable experience, is 
thorough in her manner of instruction, and, as might well. be 
supposed, she was successful. Your committee would greatly 
commend the distract for the improved appearance of their 
school-house, and hdpe they may continue in this commend- 
able way. 

List of those who have not whispered : 

Bi A. Uhase, M. K. Chase, H. 8. Chase, I. M. Chase, A. V. 
Dolloff. . 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss Mary F. 
Tuttle, of Meredith, with her usual and well known success. 
In order, system, and improvement, the school was a model. 
The fall term was taught by Miss Julia A. E. Wallace, of 
‘ New-Hampton. Of her capacity and success as a teacher, I 
, only say, she needs no commendation from the committee. 
Her works praise her. I only wish the examination could 
have been in the town hall, and all the people have been pres- 
ent to witness it. With one voice all must. have said, “ This is 
excellent.” I have only one regret to express, and that is 
that the town and State are likely to lose this teacher. 

List of those who did not whisper during the summer term : 
the fall term was not reported in this particular. 

Nellie E Avery, Fanny Crockett, A. K. Perkins, E..V. Sanborn, 
J. F. Sanborn, L. J. Swain, M. H. Swain, 8. J. Swift, A. Tucker, 
O. A. Rgeidsot, L. 8. Hopenane W. ia CO. H. Crockett, G. 8. 
Crockett, Edwin H. Lawrence, s. A. Lawrence, O. F. Swain, J. 
A. Swain, 8. M. Sanborn, J. H. Swift, F. Tucker. 
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DISTRICT NO. 13. 


This school has a winter term only, and was taught by Miss 
M. A. Avery, of New-Hampton. It is small, with no very ad- 
vanced scholars in it. The order was good, and every thing 
was satisfactory to the committee. The school was not large 
enough to tax the energy and skill of the teacher, but she was 
faithful, and, it is believed, gave good satisfaction. 


DISTRICT NO. 14. 


This is a union district, one portion of it being in New- 
Hampton, and there the register was returned the present year. 


DISTRICT NO. 15. 


This isa very small school, having two short terms, and was 
taught by Miss Mary N. Wadleigh, of that district. She taught 
to the acceptance of the people and to her own credit. She 
needs, perhaps, a little more confidence and self-reliance. In 
the opinion of your committee it would be greatly to the advan- 
tage of this school to have but one term. The scholars, I am 
persuaded, would learn a third more in the one term of twelve 
or thirteen weeks than they can in two short terms. 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 


This school has one term only, and was taught by Miss S. 
. J. Dearborn, of New-Hampton. She has energy and spright- 
liness, aptness to teach, and a love for it. Her ideal of a 
school is high, and she tries to realize it, and great is her dis- 
appointment, if she falls below it. The school was not what 
she wished it to be, for reasons beyond her control. One cause 
of this, and a prominent cause, is the irregularity in attend- 
ance. When will parents learn to send their children regular- 
ly to school? Some influences outside the school operated 
against it. The teacher was every ‘vay competent and faith- 
ful, and is worthy of all confidence. The following scholars 
did not whisper during the term: namely, 

A. Brown, D. L. Clark, G. Drake, M. A. Eastman, M. S. Hast. 
man, F. A. Flanders, John Smith. 
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DISTRICT NO. 17. 


This school has had two short terms. One longer term would 
_ be far better. The scholars only begin to learn in a term so 
short, and it is almost a waste of money to spend it upon two 
short schools. 

The summer term was taught by Miss J. EH. Hastman, of 
Meredith. She did, perhaps, as well as any one could in so 
very short a term. The order was good, and the proficiency 
commendable. 

The fall term was taught by Miss L. C. Moses, of New-Hamp- 
ton, with very fair success. If there must be two terms in 
this district, they should be taught by the same teacher. Pa- 
rents, look well to the interests of your children in education. 
So use your money as to make it tell in their behalf. 


DISTRICT NO. 20. | 
This district includes Center-Harbor village, and is made up 
of a portion of Meredith, Center-Harbor, and Moultonborough. 
Both were taught by Miss Augusta Wentworth, of that dis- 
trict. Both schools appeared well, and made very satisfactory 
progress, considering the place where the school is taught. 
The school-house is a disgrace to the village. The committee 
hope that pride of character, or shame, if nothing else, will 
induce the district to build a new house. The character and 
condition of a school house in such a distinguished watering- 
place as Center-Harbor must almost certainly have a national 
reputation. What a reputation!!! 
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* Register not returned. t Not reported. 


¥ 


MEREDITH, Feb. 27, 1867. 


a«® 


Money appropriated. 


eeeeeessooes 


a Hs sata dee 
ape Wachee 
2/3 S f= og SCAB 
; a qo a a yo A 
az} > 2) ; 2 oS g 
2 |“! Names of Teachers. Ae ‘ers 2 Pater Om ae 
ihe 6 Oo a uo o = on aa 
6 |2 EB bee beef ee 
n Cites O° 
° S aie g q & 5 ‘ 
2 15 BF | oom > SO HNS 
ZA ia 4 Zi <q Zi Zi 
{ 1 B. A. Lovejoy.......... TTL CLES: C8 Fe 
212] HE. D. Sanborn........... TE el Dbl 6 | 67 
3 Miss PASS. cate sass saw h sdeddenaligtembenaedi nines taal «ened 
Way X OUNL clay otachss 9 23 21 10 1 
4 Pane AL chao: ficcaees 10 30 23 25 18 
Si HH. Perkingacss. 9 33 25 97 | 18 
[ 1} H. Sturtevant ........... 10 41 BB el eet tcs ved 
16 2| H. Sturtevant........... 10 55 44 | 106 | 36 
| ip ta Lier Gilimany (cc. eee 10 46 31 2 0 
Win Mas Baptlathiu~iscaves je 010 62 47 | 276 0 
6|1|. BE. BR. Robinson......... 11 19 ee 1G sh 2o5 te 14 
OL USSSA NTS SE cfaedilace Mel ts nese Pee ryt APR mee 
PUCK AHOY bess, acca su geeee LO Soak eo eet: eke 
gil} A. M. Tilton............ Gos to Dey ier AG chk 
PAR Baad ah 8 (ot ito aR eae 9 26 19 | 240 
9/1] ZL. A. Sanborn........... 1h onetig” | pei 80 
10/1] 4. R. Robinson......... 100 To AL ee oe ot 
IV }a\¢ pA. Scribner.......- 10° bate. f 1ack’ oF 
jot] M. FP. Tuttlen.,.1..0...-. 6% (923 - E2043 
2) J. A. E. Wallace...... 7 17 16 18 
13/1) M.A. Avery wesc hae bio peak i Om 
1A NE aOR ce oo ooer cial a ed SSerDe BRR ite 
151°) Me HE Wadleigh..2 Bike Sere 4B he O 
2 7 8 17 24 
16 ip ad & Dearborn. .......0- 11 16 11 8 49 
en ii J. E. Hastman* Ape sme 6 SCOCSSCSSES gceeeeeeeeleeeeeseeesticoeaeeee 
, PW ELE Ob MOSCR.ccccsseteades 5 18 15 15 
20 1| A. Wentworth ......... Tite ft 8 37 | 30 
2 ’ 12 9 9 7 | 85 


CHARLES BURNHAM, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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